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	       Important Dates 

10/01	
	
10/02	
10/07	–	10/11	
10/16	
	
10/17	
10/18	
10/21	
	
10/22	
10/25	
10/28	–	11/01	
	
10/29	–	10/31	
	
10/30	
10/31	
	
	
	
	
	

SAC	Meeting	@	5pm	
PTA	Meeting	@	5:30pm	
Custodial	Appreciation	Day	
Attendance	Spirit	Week	
Chuck	E.	Cheese	Night	
Fire	Drill	
Early	Release	
Teacher	Planning	Day	
Quarter	2	Begins	
College	Awareness	Week	
College	Shirt	Day	
PTA	Dress	Down	Day	
Scholastic	Book	Fair	
Red	Ribbon	Week	
Dental	Sealant	Program	
Mix	it	Up!	Lunch	
Walk	to	School	Day	
Trunk	or	Treat	Literacy	Night	

	 	
	

	 	

A Message From Our Principal 
 
Rock Family and Scholars,  
 
I am happy to announce Ms. Jocelyn Wright, Art Teacher as 
our 19/20 Teacher of the Year and Mr. Joseph Jones, Micro-
Technology Specialist as our 19/20 Non-Instructional 
Employee of the Year.  These outstanding individuals will 
represent Rock Island at the Caliber Awards. I congratulate 
them on earning this distinguished honor and recognition from 
our staff.  
 
I will review safety procedures every month to remind you of 
our expectations and procedures in place to protect your 
scholar. The process to change the dismissal of your child will 
now require you to send an e-mail to the clerical staff at school 
with a picture of your identification and a notice about the 
change. Changes will not take place after 1:30 pm. The safety of 
our students at dismissal requires that you notify the school 
within an adequate time to notify the teacher in the case of an 
emergency. You should write a note with the dismissal change 
in your scholar’s planner/agenda with specific details. In 
addition, every car in the car loop must have a placard sign to 
display on the dashboard. Car riders are those that are picked up 
by car by a parent in the car loop. Walkers are parents that walk 
up and pick up their child from the court yard. Please remember 
these procedures to help make our dismissal quick and timely. 
 
Your cooperation with having your child to school on time 
every day all day is vital to academic success. The tardy bell 
rings promptly at 8:30 am. Every scholar has the expectation to 
be in their seat at that time. Tardy and early pick up minutes 
accumulate to equate to days which equates to time out of class. 
Scholars are to be present in school each day.  
 
All teachers are to meet with parents twice a year for a 
conference to inform them of their scholar’s progress. These 
responsibilities are outlined in the Title I Parent Compact. I 
highly encourage you to attend parent-teacher conferences to 
learn more about the expectations for promotion retention and 
daily classroom procedures. Contact with the teacher of your 
scholar is essential to build the home-school connection.  
 
As you all know our theme this year is “Blast Off to Proficiency 
and Beyond: Achieving Our Vision in 20/20!” 
RIE will strive to increase reading proficiency from 37% to 50%. 
Proficiency indicates that students perform at or above grade 
level in grades 3-5. Thirty-Seven percent of third, fourth and 
fifth grade scholars were able to meet the challenge last year, 
which was a 12% point increase according to 2019 FSA English 
Language Arts results. We need your help and support to meet 
and attain our goal. Read with and to your child daily. There are 
websites and applications that can be found on the Single Sign-
On portal to help you promote reading at home. Readers are 
Leaders!  
 
I applaud all parents that follow the arrival and dismissal 
procedures. Your assistance with this matter helps our school 
community come to and leave school safety and quickly. All 
students were in receipt of a carpool sign to display to the right 
of the dash board at dismissal. Display the sign daily while in 
the car loop. Here are a few reminders:  
 
 

 

1. Car riders begin loading cars when they 
come outside to begin dismissal.  

2. When you arrive the car pool director reads 
the name of your child and announces the 
name through a loud speaker. Scholars hear 
their name and the number and they are to 
walk to and load their car. The goal is to 
continue the flow of the cars, therefore, 
parents are NOT to exit their car. A staff 
member will locate your child if you do not 
see him/her when you pull up to the curb. 
When you remain in your car the process is 
seamless and timely. 

3. Parents that WALK on campus and WALK 
off campus are to request that their child 
dismiss with east or west walkers. West 
walkers will be in the courtyard at 3:00 pm 
sharp. Teachers will note parents that 
continually walk up for dismissal and make 
the change on behalf of administration to 
secure the carpool area. Parents are to write 
a note to the teacher to make the change.  

 Thank you again for supporting our school. If you 
need any assistance, please reach out to your 
scholar’s teacher first. If there is something above 
and beyond, please feel free to contact me. I wish 
everyone a Remarkable month of October!  
 
 
Best Regards,  
- Mrs. Cormic Priester 

	



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

remarkable reading  
mrs. whittaker, literacy coach 

Parents, 
 
We are almost to the end of the first marking period.  Parents often ask, “what can I do to help 
my child read”?  My answer is always the same.  Read to your child, ask your child about what he 
or she is reading, take your child to the library and let reading be a family experience.  We read in 
school every day and we would love to see it followed up at home. 
 
On Friday September 27th, we will be kicking off our Acelerated Reader reading program in 
school and on October 31st, we will host a “Trunk or Treat” Literacy Night from 6:00pm – 
7:30pm. Please come out in support of our literacy program. Literacy is the new Civil Rights help 
us to fight to ensure that our scholars are college ready.  Our scholars are thirsty for knowledge, 
but it takes a village.  We need you to be a part of our Literacy Village. 
 
 
“Today A Reader, Tomorrow A Leader”, 
~ Mrs. Whittaker 

 
Read to Your Children 

 
Reading a book or story to your children is a great, easy way to advance literacy skills. 
What if a parent or caregiver can’t read or can’t read English? There are books on tape or CD that 
can read the story for your children. Make sure your children have headphones to help them stay 
focused and to eliminate distractions.   
 
What are the benefits of reading to your children? The main benefit associated with reading to 
your children is exposing them to richer vocabulary. They learn and use words they would not 
normally hear from the adults who speak to them. Having a richer vocabulary can have positive 
impacts on their language, their intelligence, and later their literacy achievement. 
 
What should you read to them? There are so many wonderful children’s books available in 
bookstores, libraries, and book fairs. Visit your local library often and check out books that are of 
high interest to your children. 
 
~ Mrs. Antoine 

remarkable cli 
mrs. antoine, cli coach	



	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

  
Parents, 
Your home is full of opportunities to explore math with your child and, at the same time, build 
his or her self-confidence and understanding of mathematical ideas. This is a chance for you and 
your child to "talk math" that is, to communicate about math while discovering relationships 
between numbers. Being able to describe mathematical patterns and relationships, such as those 
between "addition and subtraction" or "odd and even numbers," is important to later success in 
math. 
 
Math begins in the home. Look around – there are multiple items at home that you can use to 
reinforce math concepts.  

1. Counting out forks to set the table, pouring from a gallon of milk, telling the time 
when his/her favorite TV program begins. 

2. Be a problem solver, pose questions, and find solutions. Talk about likenesses and 
differences, and explain your reasoning.  

3. When driving to school or the store, talk about how numbers help us determine how 
fast we drive, the distance traveled, the mileage the car gets per gallon of gas, and how 
long it will take to get home.  

4. Post a chart of math facts in your child’s room. 
 

When engaging in Math activities at home, here are some tips to encourage your scholar to do: 

1. Listen and read carefully. 
2. Follow the same steps as the model provided. 
3. Read all directions and problems carefully. Re-read if necessary. 
4. Write neat and show all work. 
5.  Ask questions when unsure or in doubt. 
6. Use a variety of strategies to solve problems (repeated addition, partial products, etc.) 
7.  Use every day items to use as hands on materials (pebbles, popsicle sticks, grid paper, 

newspaper, clocks, etc.) 

 
These are a few strategies implemented daily in the classroom. Utilizing similar strategies at 
home will help to reinforce concepts taught and assist with making math more meaningful. 
 
~ Dr. Baptiste 

 

remarkable math 
dr. baptiste, math coach 

 
I would like to encourage all parents of students with disabilities to be an active participant in 
development of your child’s Individualized Education Plan (IEP).  
 
The IEP process is a collaborative effort between school and home and parents are encouraged to 
attend the IEP meetings regularly, have conferences with both the general education/ ESE teachers 
and providers to ensure our students are meeting proficiency and working to their full potential. We 
value your input and participation and look forward to continuing working collaboratively with you 
to create a strong partnership. If you need to schedule a meeting please do not hesitate to contact 
me at (754)322-8300. 
 
~ Ms. Juin 
 
	

remarkable special 
programs 

ms. juin, ese specialist 



	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

remarkable support 
ms. stephenson, school counselor 

 
Positive Responses &  Respectful Communication 

 
Children may engage in disrespectful or argumentative talk given in response to an adult 
command or request. In molding our scholars and teaching effective communication, they have 
to be taught how to engage in respectful communication. 
 
Here are a few tips and steps to use at home to teach your children conversational expectations, 
self-control, goal setting, and effective communication skills. 

1. Count to ten or take some other form of positive time-out so you don’t “backtalk” in 
reaction. Avoid comebacks such as, “You can’t talk to me that way young lady.” 

2. Use the argumentative talk as information (it could tell you that something is amiss) and 
deal with it after you have both calmed down. Look for places you have been turning 
issues into power struggles with your child.   

3. Instead of focusing on the disrespect, focus on the feelings. Say something like, “You are 
obviously very upset right now. I know it upsets me when you talk that way. Let’s both 
take some time out to calm down. We can talk later when we feel better. I’d like to hear 
what you are upset about.” 

4. Do not use punishment to “get control.” When you have both calmed down you can work 
on a respectful solution that works for both of you. 

5. If you are not too upset, try hugging your child. Sometimes children are not ready to 
accept a hug currently. Other times a hug changes the atmosphere for both of you to one 
of love and respect. 

~ Ms. Stephenson 

	

Rock Island Family, 
 
We would like to say thank you to everyone that came out to support our last PTA meeting. We 
could not do the things we do without the support of the parents, students, teachers and 
administration.  
 
If you have not yet joined, we are encouraging all families to become a member. Membership 
forms will be available at all our parent events this month. 
 
 

Upcoming Events 
Tuesday, October 1st  

PTA Meeting 
5:30pm 

 
Friday, October 25th  

Dress Down Day 
$1.00 to participate. 

	



	

 
 

Regular student attendance is important for student learning and progress throughout the school year. The 
State's financial support for schools is also directly linked to student attendance. Absenteeism hurts our 
students and hurts our schools. When students are absent they miss out on learning opportunities, can fall 
behind academically and our schools lose funding.  
To ensure our attendance records are counted for maximum state funding this school year, please 
ensure your child attends school each day October 7-11, 2019.  
 
To increase attendance and make this week a REMARKABLE one, we will be hosting our quarterly 
attendance Spirit Week during this period. Please see the attached flyer for the scheduled events. 
 
Below is a list of activities for that week: 
10/7: Marvel Monday (dress as your favorite marvel character or marvel gear) 
10/8: Fox in Socks Tuesday (wear wacky or mismatch socks) 
10/9: No School 
10/10: Monsters University Thursday (wear a college shirt) 
10/11: Disney Friday (wear a favorite Disney character shirt) 
 
As the holidays approach, we want to ensure that we provide as much information regarding resources. The 
Salvation Army Christmas Angel Tree Program deadline to register is October 4, 2019. Please call the 
Salvation Army for additional information at 954-524-6991.  
 
Parents can now report daily absences online via the following link: 
https://www.browardschools.com/domain/16372.  
 
When reporting an absence, please include the following information. 

• Name of parent reporting absence 
• Phone number of parent reporting absence 
• Child’s first and last name 
• Child’s school ID number or date of birth 
• Child's grade level 
• Date of absence 
• Reason for absence 

Also, change in dismissal notification will not be accepted after 1:30 pm. If your child’s standard dismissal 
changes please send a note to your students’ teacher, call the school, or email the clerical staff. The 
information is below: 
 
Ms. Carleen Bryant – carleen.bryant@browardschools.com 
 
If notification is not received, the child’s normal dismissal will take place. For example, if you want your 
student to be picked up by another relative instead of riding the bus home, send a note or call the school. This 
process adds a level of safety ensuring all students are picked up by an authorized parent/guardian.  
 
 
Thank you for supporting your child’s education. 

                                     
A missed day of school is a missed opportunity for learning. 

	
	 	
Ms. Overstreet, MSW        Ms. Bellamy 
School Social Worker         Community Liaison 
	
	
	

	

 
specialized professionals advancing resources, 

knowledge and skills 
 (sparks) 



	

	
	

Notification of Parents Right to Know 
Out of Field Notice 

 
Our professional teachers are continuously upgrading their teaching skills and developing increased levels of 
content expertise. We are particularly recognizing (1) teachers at Rock Island Elementary who are 
expanding their expertise beyond their current certification by pursuing college coursework and/or training 
sessions to become certified/endorsed in another subject(s). While doing this, they are teaching those 
subjects to students and have been School Board-approved to teach out-of-field. In order to remain in this 
assignment next school year, the teacher(s) will successfully complete required training within 12 months of 
the assignment or, if teaching the primary English/Reading class to identified limited English proficient 
students, in accordance with the Multicultural Education Training Advocacy (META) timeline. These 
teachers are:        

 
Name	

 
Current 
Subject 

Area	

 
Additional 

Subject Areas	

	  
Name	

 
Current Subject 

Areas	

 
Additional 

Subject 
Areas	

Evonney Armstrong ESOL 
Category 1 

Elementary 
Education 

 Nekisha Mitchell ESOL Categry N/A 

Sophia Gayle Gifted N/A  Melissa Placide ESOL Category 1 N/A 
Dieuna Honorat ESOL 

Category 1 
N/A  Taniesha Poitier ESOL Category 1 N/A 

Hans Louis ESOL 
Category 1 

Elementary 
Education 

 Chiante Reid ESOL Category 1 N/A 

	

 
School Improvement Plan 

School staff and parents jointly develop the plan. It includes yearly objectives and activities that will be 
implemented at the school level. You can access this plan at http://rockisland.browardschools.com. If you 
would like to review a hard copy of this plan or translation is needed, please contact Ms. Natacha Alveranga at 
754-322-8300. 
 

School Parent and Family Engagement Plan 
School staff and parents jointly develop the plan as part of the School’s Parent and Family Engagement Plan. 
The plan includes the parent activities to be implemented through the school year and an evaluation of last 
year’s parent program. The plan was disseminated in first day student packets on August 15, 2019. You can 
also access this plan at http://rockisland.browardschools.com. If you would like to review a hard copy of this 
plan or translation is needed, please contact Ms. Valencia Jordan at 754-322-8300. 
 

District Parent and Family Engagement Plan 
District staff and parents jointly develop the plan. The plan includes the parent activities to be implemented 
through the school year and an evaluation of last year’s parent program. You can access this plan via the 
Districts Title I Resource Guide at 
:https://www.browardschools.com/cms/lib/FL01803656/Centricity/domain/13545/parent%20engagement/Title
%20I%20Parent%20Resource%20Guide%202018-2019.pdf.  
If you would like to review a hard copy of this plan or translation is needed, please contact Linda Howard, 
Title I Program Specialist at 754-321-1410. 
 
School Public Accountability Report (SPAR), School Grades, State Assessment Reports 

The School Public Accountability Report contains several types of data (indicators) designed to inform parents 
and the general public about the progress of Florida’s public schools. This report meets the public reporting 
requirements of the federal No Child Left Behind (NCLB) Act and certain additional information of interest on 
the status of Florida’s schools. 
In addition, the Florida Department of Education publishes school grades, the results of the state assessment of 
Florida schools. You can access these reports at http://doeweb-prd.doe.state.fl.us/eds/nclbspar/index.cfm. If 
you would like to review a hard copy or if translation is needed, please contact Mrs. Rumble-Wise at (754) 
322-8300. 
 

Principal Attestation Letter 
Indicates the percentage of teachers and paraprofessionals that are highly qualified. If you would like to review 
a hard copy, please contact Ms. Marcella Childs, Office Manager at (754) 322-8300. 
	



	
	
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2019 – 2020 Yearly Meeting Dates 
	

	
September 4, 2019 (PTA/SAC Meeting) 

 
 

October 1, 2019 (PTA/SAC Meeting) 
 (Family Engagement/Conference Night) 

October 31, 2019 (Literacy Night) 
 
 

November 5, 2019 (PTA/SAC Meeting) 
(Parent Conference Night) 

 
 

December 3, 2019 (PTA/SAC Meeting) 
(Parent Night) 

January 14, 2020 (PTA/SAC Meeting) 
(STEAM Night) 

 
 

February 4, 2020 (PTA/SAC Meeting) 
(Parent Night) 

 
 

March 3, 2020 (PTA/SAC Meeting) 
(Parent Night) 

 
April 7, 2020 (PTA/SAC Meeting) 

(Parent Night) 
 
 

May 5, 2020 (PTA/SAC Meeting) 
(Parent Night) 

	
	

	
The School Advisory Council (SAC) is a school-based group intended to represent Rock Island, 
the community, and those persons closest to the students that shares responsibility for 
supporting the school’s continuous improvement. This committee sets up priorities and student 
performance standards that serve as guiding principles for schools. The council looks at aspects 
of our school as suggested by the priorities and develops a written School Improvement Plan 
(SIP) as part of the school and District's continuous growth model. 
 
Topics generally covered in SAC meetings include, but are not limited to: 

• Parent and Family involvement  
• Needs assessments  
• Data collection and analysis  
• School test scores 
• School grades  
• School climate surveys  
• Monitoring and Evaluation of the SIP  

 
We meet once monthly prior to the start of the Parent Teacher Association (PTA) meeting at 
5:30pm.  
 
We are currently seeking members to fill the following parent and community roles: 

§ School Advisory Forum Chair 
§ English Speakers of Other Languages (ESOL) Parent Representative 
§ Business Partners 
§ Exceptional Student Education (ESE) Parent Representative 
§ Gifted Parent Representative 
§ Secretary 

 
Our next meeting will be held on Tuesday, October 1st at 5:00 pm. We invite all our parents to 
attend. Should you desire to serve on this essential council, please attend the next meeting. 
 
 
	



	
	

	

UPCOMING EVENTS 
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

Rock Island Elementary 
Quarter 1 Spirit Week 

 

10/7   
 

 Dress up in Marvel gear or favorite character  
 

 
10/8  Fox in Socks Tuesday 
                             Wear wacky or mismatch socks 
 
10/9                   No School 

 
 

10/10                                   
Thursday 
  
 

10/11                      
                  Dress as your favorite Disney character 

 

Wear a college shirt  



	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

 



	
	

	

	

	

	 Wednesday, October 
30, 2019 

Rock Island Elementary School 

Wednesday, October 30, 2019 

Join our remarkable scholars in celebrating 
Walk to School Day as we join thousands of 

others in celebrating the benefits of walking to 
school!  

It’s healthy, fun, and great for the environment! 
Walk or Bike to school on October 30th and be 

entered to win a prize! 



	

	

 

 

Rock Island Elementary PTA 	

We are collecting box tops for education for 
our scholars. 	

	

Lend a helping hand by clipping and scanning. 	
	


